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The USAT Hazaed
Repasting System

The Air Force has a brand new regulation for
reporting hazards (AFR 127-6, 30 July
1971) . .. not just operational hazards (formerly
OHR’s) but hazards in all functions including:
flight, ground, explosive, missile and space, and
nuclear safety. In combining all hazard reporting
under one regulation (a good move) the following
regs have been superseded: AFR 127-6, 20 Aug
68; 127-301, 10 May 65; and para 6-11, AFM
122-1, 11 Jul 69. The old OHR Form (AF Form
457) is being revised to accommodate reporting in
all safety functional areas.

What does this mean to you? Basically it
guarantees that all hazards, including ground
safety hazards, will be investigated and action
taken, if necessary, and the result reported to the
originator (you). It means that your voice can
now be heard across the spectrum of safety
deficiencies.

But ... it can only be as good as you make it.
It all hinges on you...you must take the first,
all important step to identify the hazard by
reporting it.

The hazard reporting system can be an
effective and streamlined accident prevention
tool . . . make it work!
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..interest items, mishaps

Judgment

Unless in the judgment of the pilot a greater
emergency exists...A C-130 crew on an overwater
mission had to shut down number three because of a
generator malfunction (no generator disconnect). Ten
minutes later number four generator out light came on.
All the correct procedures failed to coax the generator
back to life so number four engine was shut down.
Twenty-five miles out from destination the aircraft
commander started up number four engine and made an
uneventful three engine landing. Thought the pilot —
better three than two.

A Stewn Admonishment
Civea WWI

(Stolen from 13AF)

"Hereafter, pilots must refrain from hopping their
planes on landing like birds from place to place. They will
place their tires firmly on the ground and make them run
smoothly, and without taking off again to a landing
straight ahead."”’
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with morals, for the TAC aircrewman

Rollback ... av nat?

An F-111 was struck by lightning as it passed thru
12,000 climbing. The crew had first noticed St EImo’s fire
doing its thing around the pitot boom . .. then a bright
flash and the right engine rolled back to 68 percent . . . or
did it? No appreciable thrust change was felt and the rpm
recovery rate was much faster than normal engine
acceleration. The thought is that maybe the lightning
strike created a momentary electrical disturbance that
caused the rpm indications.

Suecak Deeview

The stifling heat of August has passed (except for an
occasional visit) and the balminess of early fall is upon us.
The cold fronts that approach now mean something more
than an increase in thunderstorm activity. The cool winds
of late September announce what is just around the
seasonal corner — winter. Now is the time to prepare for
winter by doing such things as reviewing the Dash One
and thinking back through several winters about the
mistakes we've made and how a little preplanning could
have prevented them. The winterization process begins by
jarring the think bone into active vibrations.

TAC ATTACK

Busted Standasd

An OV-10 instructor pilot while demonstrating an
alternate engine shutdown procedure (on the ground) was
rewarded for his nonstandard efforts by an engine fire.
Normal shutdown procedure is to place the engine
condition lever in fuel shutoff. The technique used was to
pull the fire light handle with the condition lever in
normal flight and power lever in ground start. Twenty
seconds later the engine flamed out then the condition
lever was placed in fuel shutoff and the power lever in full
reverse. Fire and smoke began coming from the engine.
Seems like when the fire light handle is pulled fuel is
shutoff at the firewall and the fuel pump continues to
cavitate the main fuel line until pressure is insufficient to
sustain normal combustion. Fuel then bleeds into the
burner cans and is ignited due to residual heat . . . fire and
smoke abound . . . but if you shut it down right you don’t
get a lite . . . when all else fails . . . try the book.

7 Goofed

In another command an aircraft was damaged by hail
while flying at FL 310 beneath the top overhang of a
thunderstorm (a definite no-no). The corrective action is
very interesting: The pilot personally presented an ‘I
goofed” briefing during the flying safety meeting. An
embarrassing (but successful?) way to get a point across.
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The fire seemed to come from everywhere at once.

Moments before the mechanic had finished removing a
part from one refueling trailer and had reinstalled it on
another. He put away his tools and went to get a drink of
water. A popping noise behind him caused him to turn
around . . . raw fuel was gushing out of the trailer that he
had just worked .. .the one he had removed the part
from. He ran to get his supervisor who was working on a
unit outside the building. Seconds after he and the
supervisor entered the building the fire broke out.

But let's go back to the beginning . . .

There were three refueling MS-1 trailers parked inside
refueling maintenance building, two had been defueled,
one had not. One contained about 4000 gallons of
116/145 AV-gas.

The mechanic reported for work in the early afternoon
having spent the morning at a scheduled parade.

After discussion with the acting shop chief the
mechanic removed the yoke on the line strainer of one of
the MS-1 trailers and put it on another one. (A task he
had never done before.) He did not know that the unit
from which he had removed the yoke contained fuel.
Normally when the yoke is removed there would be
nothing to hold the line cap in place and the force of the
fuel would pop the cap and fuel would begin to flow
immediately. However, in this case the cap was held in
place by paint residue and the compressed cap seal.

The job was finished in five to ten minutes and the
mechanic walked away. During this time the weight of the
fuel acting against the cap freed it from its tenuous hold
with a loud pop and fuel started gushing from the trailer
in a steady stream. Just as the two airmen ran into the
building the fuel vapors were ignited from an unknown
source. Both men were engulfed in flames but managed to
make their way outside and extinguish their clothing by
rolling on the ground.

That unknown ignition source could have been the
gas-fired heater in the office of the building. The office
was separated from the work area by a door which was
closed — but not completely. A field jacket sleeve was
wedged between the door and the door jamb and created
enough of an opening for the fuel vapors to leak through
and come into contact with the gas-fired heater.

The fire department was on the scene within minutes
and extinguished the flames...but not before over
$40,000 worth of damage had been done and two men
were writhing in agony.

The cause factors were:

e Failure to drain and purge the trailer.

* The supervisor erroneously assumed that the trailer
had been prepared for maintenance and that the mechanic
was qualified to perform the task.

e The mechanic did not understand the hazards
involved in removing the yoke even though these same
hazards exist on other refueling trailers.

It was just a collection of small things . . .

Have you neglected any of the “small things" in your
shop lately? o

TAC ATTACK
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Tosque and §

The F-4 departed number three in a four ship for ACM
tactics. During the second ACM engagement 7.2 G was
registered. After recovery and while straight and level a
loud thump was heard. A quick scan of the instruments
didnt provide any clues and the machine was handling
OK but the pilot decided to write up that unexplained
thump. (Good decision!) The maintenance folks found
that the engine (didn’t say which one) had dropped about
two inches into the engine bay. Further investigation
brought out that maintenance error led to improper
engine installation (suspected). Seems like the torque
wrench was either lost, not used, or used improperly
resulting in an improper torque value being applied on the
skate mount. Add to this the G value of 7.2 and the
formula was complete that resulted in this incident.

NOTE: In light of the caution in the Dash One that
states, “Since aircraft fatigue life depends largely on the
number and magnitude of G applications, accelerations
above 6.5 G should be used only as necessary in mission
performance’’ — is it really necessary, in a training
situation, to exceed 6.5 G?

A-7 Steesing

At about 35 knots on landing the A-7 jock engaged
nose wheel steering. The nose swung abruptly to the left.
A foot dance on the brakes followed along with turning
off the generator switch to positively disengage nose
wheel steering. The machine was stopped on the runway
then towed off. Suspected cause was an internal failure of
the nose gear steering amplifier. This unit feels, based
upon past experience, that an accelerated study is in order
to resolve deficiencies in the system.
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CHOCK TALK ¥

SighTless Window

The copilot lowered the gear handle and seconds later
the familiar thunk, thunk, ... oops...the nose gear on
the C-130 didn’t come down. The crew went through the
Dash One emergency procedures to get the nose gear
down. A visual check through the nose gear observation
window was attempted in order to confirm the gear
position . .. no luck .. .the window was so dirty that an
observation was impossible. However, a crash axe
adjustment on the window eliminated the
problem . ..and the window ...an expensive way to
clean the window. This unit has submitted an AFTO
Form 22 to make “cleaning the window’ a Dash Six
preflight item. In the interim, a local work card change
will carry this item . .. Sounds like a good procedure . . .
How about your unit? ----- By the way, the nose gear
did come down and the bird landed without further
difficulty.

Foxed By Lox

While taxiing in after an aborted takeoff the F-104
jock noticed liquid oxygen squirting up about four inches
high around the regulator. He immediately clamped on
the binders and attacked the on/off lever with his
screwdriver in an attempt to turn off the supply.
However, it was frozen solid and wouldn‘t budge, so the
pilot did the next best thing . . . shut down the engine and
quickly egressed. Maintenance found the culprit to be a
malfunction in the emergency lever of the regulator.
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with a maintenance dant.

Bent Boom

It was a race that ended in a dead heat. The fuel truck
was parked alongside the KC-97. The brakes were set and
a chock was placed between the wheels. As the power
takeoff was engaged and the unit started pumping it also
started moving . ..toward the aircraft. The refueling
technician observed the chock squirt out from between
the wheels of the truck. He then jumped into the truck
and applied the emergency brake (which was already
applied). He stepped on the other brake, but alas, his foot
slipped off and the engine died wiping out his power
steering. The crew chief, sensing that all was not well,
grabbed a chock and threw it between the tires. The truck
stopped . . . just as it hit the boom. The emergency brakes
on the truck had failed, or to be more correct, they were
not operating. The vehicle was improperly chocked . . . no
clear path for emergency evacuation was provided.

Whe's Bombed?

The F-4 was loaded with its full complement of
practice bombs. However, over the range during the
ordance check one of the bombs was discovered missing.
The mission was aborted and the aircraft went home.
Checks were made to determine if the impulse cartridge
had been fired. It had not. The point at which the bomb
left the aircraft could not be determined. What could be
determined was that the load crew did not load the bomb
correctly . . . and it didn't kill anyone . . . this time.

TAC ATTACK

Looped Goon

While taxiing out for takeoff in a C-47 at normal speed
the right brake went into temporary insanity and caused
the trusted Goon to veer sharply right. Full left brake and
full power on the right engine merely diminished the rate
of turn to the right. By this time the airplane had
departed the taxi surface and was heading smartly for a
vehicular road sign. Rather than hit the sign with a prop
or the fuselage the jock applied hard right brake and came
in with power on the left engine to ground loop the beast.
(Wise decision.) As the Goon looped the tail cone struck
the sign and was slightly damaged ... here's the
kicker . . . maintenance found problems in the brakes that
related to insufficient and incorrect tech data. How many
years has the Goon been around . . . and the tech data is
still insufficient? Wonder how many Form 22's were never
submitted on this system because of one reason or other??

With regret, the staff of TAC ATTACK bid
farewell to TSgt John Miller, the man, who in
large part, has been responsible for the layout for
TAC ATTACK for the past three years. His wide
range of talents (the cover of this issue is just one
example) will be missed. The folks at Mountain
Home are getting one hell of a troop.
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